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ICCF CONGRESS 2012 

Krakow, Poland 

 

Introduction 
 

The 2013 ICCF Congress was hosted by the Polish Correspondence Chess Federation, 

celebrating their 80th year of correspondence chess.  The event was held in the beautiful Park 

Inn near the centre of Krakow, Poland. 

 

Krak·w (eng. Cracow) lies in the southern part of Poland, on the Vistula River (Polish 

pronunciation: Wisğa), in a valley at the foot of the Carpathian Mountains, 219 m above sea 

level; half way between the Jurassic Rock Upland (Polish: Jura Krakowsko-Czňstochowska) to 

the north, and the Tatra Mountains 100 km to the south, constituting the natural border with 

Slovakia; 230 km west from the border with Ukraine. 

 

Krak·w is the second largest and one of the oldest cities in Poland dated back to the 7th century. 

Krak·w has traditionally been one of the leading centres of Polish academic, cultural, and artistic 

life and is one of Polandôs most important economic hubs.  It was the capital of Poland from 

1038 to 1569; the PolishïLithuanian Commonwealth from 1569 to 1596; the Grand Duchy of 

Krak·w from 1846 to 1918; and Krak·w Voivodeship from the 14th century to 1999.  It is now 

the capital of the Lesser Poland Voivodeship. 

 

The city has a population of approximately 760,000 (metropolitan area 1,395,893) whereas about 

8 million people live within a 100 km radius of its main square. 

 

In 1978, Karol Wojtyğa, archbishop of Krak·w, was elevated to the papacy as Pope John Paul II 

ï the first Slavic pope ever, and the first non-Italian pope in 455 years.  In addition, that year, 

UNESCO approved the first ever sites for its new World Heritage List, including the entire Old 

Town in inscribing Cracowôs Historic Centre. 

 

Entertainment 

All Congress participants were treated to exceptional music and show at the opening banquet, 

performed by the Highlander Folk Band. 

 

At the closing banquet, all participants were treated to a performance of ñMogilanieò ï a regional 

folk group with band. 

 

Seen was a fragment of wedding of Mogilany.  In the course of performance, ĂMogilanieò 

moved you to the Cracovian village and showed Ăoczepinyò ï the most important moment of the 

wedding ï symbolic passage of bride from maden [young lady's] status to bunch of noble-

minded married women.  Of course as it on the wedding ï singings, dances, and a real Cracow 

music were not missing.  There was whirl tybet* skirts and peacock feathers by four-cornered 

hats, and dances dignified coifs of starostôs wives from celendraôs* of starosts é 
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*tybet=kind of thin wool material; celendra=kind of headgear 

=== 

The group came into existence in autumn of 1984 and from its beginning; it is working in the 

Commune Centre of Culture in Mogilany.  Program of the group is composed of shows 

presenting ceremonies and customs the Cracovian village at the turn of the 19th and 20th 

century.  Dresses were made after consultation with specialists from Ethnographic Museum in 

Cracow. 

 

Musical material ï words and melodies ï were taken from the archive of this museum and from 

local interviews conducted in Mogilany and the immediate surroundings. 

 

Janina KaliciŒska was the artistic director of the group, with instructor of the dance ï Marek 

Harbaczewski, with instructor of the singing ï Izabela de Lehenstein Werndl, the manager of 

the band ï Adam Kr·lik. 

 

Excursions 

 

Participants of the Congress and accompanying persons were offered several and interesting 

excursions. 

 

¶ Underground Cracow and the Main Market Square 

The Main Square (Polish: Rynek Gğ·wny w Krakowie) is the main market square of the Old 

Town in Krak·w, Poland and a principal urban space located at the centre of the city.  It 

dates back to the 13th century, and ï at roughly 40,000 mĮ ï it is the largest medieval town 

square in Europe.  Rynek Gğ·wny is a spacious square surrounded by historical townhouses 

(kamienice), palaces, and churches.  The centre of the square is dominated by the Sukiennice 

(the Cloth Hall or Drapersô Hall), rebuilt in 1555 in the Renaissance style, topped by a 

beautiful attic or Polish parapet decorated with carved masks.  On one side of the Sukiennice 

is the Town Hall Tower (WieŨa ratuszowa), on the other the 10th century Church of St. 

Wojciech (St. Adalbertôs) and 1898 Adam Mickiewicz Monument.  Rising above the square 

is the Gothic towers of St. Maryôs Basilica (KoŜci·ğ Mariacki). 

 

¶ Kazimierz (Jewish District) and Schindlerôs Factory (Museum) 
Kazimierz ï a historical district of Krak·w or Jewish District ï was for a long time an 

independent town with its own municipal charter and laws.  Best known for being home to a 

significant Jewish community from the 14th century on until the Holocaust in the Second 

World War. 

 

¶ Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum 
The Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp complex, established by German Nazis in 

1940, one of the most infamous sites in Europe, saw the deaths of nearly 1.5 million people, 

most of whom were European Jews. 

 

The complex comprises the Auschwitz Birkenau and the I camp (or Auschwitz II) camp with 

a total of about 150 buildings and 300 ruins.  Auschwitz was only partially destroyed by 
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fleeing Nazis when the camp was liberated, so you are able to see many of the original brick 

buildings as you walk around.  Visitors pass through the iron gates crowned with the 

infamous mottoòArbeit macht freiò (ĂWork makes [you] freeò). 

 

¶ Wieliczka Salt Mine 
The Wieliczka Salt Mine (Polish: Kopalnia soli Wieliczka), located in the town of Wieliczka 

in southern Poland, lies within the Krak·w metropolitan area. 

 

The mine, built in the 13th century, produced table salt continuously until 2007, as one of the 

worldôs oldest salt mines still in operation.  From its beginning and throughout its existence, 

the Royal mine was run by the ŧupy krakowskie Salt Mines, believed to be the worldôs 14th-

oldest company.  Commercial mining was discontinued in 1996 due to low salt prices and 

mine flooding. 

 

The mineôs attractions include dozens of statues and an entire chapel that has been carved out 

of the rock salt by the miners.  The oldest sculptures are augmented by the new carvings by 

actual artists.  About 1.2 million people visit the Wieliczka Salt Mine annually.  The 

Wieliczka mine is often referred to as Ăthe Underground Salt Cathedral of Poland.ò 

In 1978, it was placed on the original UNESCO list of the World Heritage Sites.  Even the 

crystals of the chandeliers are made from rock salt that has been dissolved and reconstituted 

to achieve a clear, glass-like appearance.  It also houses a private rehabilitation and wellness 

complex. 

 

¶ Wawel 
Wawel is an architectural complex erected over many centuries atop a limestone outcrop on 

the left bank of the Vistula River in Krak·w, Poland, at an altitude of 228 metres above the 

sea level.  It is a place of great significance to the Polish people as up until 1611 it was a 

formal residence of Polish Kings.  It is because Cracow was the capital city of Crown of the 

Kingdom of Poland and later The PolishïLithuanian Commonwealth. 

 

The Royal Castle with an armoury and the Cathedral are situated on the Wawel hill from 

which the castle took its name.  Polish Royalty and many distinguished Poles are interred in 

the Wawel Cathedral where Royal coronations were conducted.  Some of the oldest masonry 

parts of Wawel, such as the Serene Virgin Mary Rotunda dates back to 970.  There are also 

some wooden parts of the complex that date over century earlier to about IX century. 

 

¶ Authentic Polish Restaurant 

On Thursday, our Polish hosts treated a number of ICCF officials and guests to an authentic 

Polish dinner experience at Chğopskie Jadğo, one of the most popular and one of the longest-

operating restaurant networks in Poland serving Polish cuisine dishes.  We were treated to 

warm conversations, outstanding Polish food, and a spectacular presentation at the end of the 

evening featuring a ñrevolving shower of treatsò intended to wish all guests a fond farewell 

and safe retreat back to the hotel. 

 

The interior of Chğopskie Jadğo restaurants refers to the design of village cottages.  The idea 

was to create a kind of a heritage park, transferring guests to the world of the 10th century 
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peasant Poland.  The main theme of the restaurant is now a fowl, as well as folkloristic 

elements arranged in a modern way.  The blue colour, dominant inside until that time, was 

replaced with warm shades of red and beige.  So it looks like folk motives, as well as the best 

Polish culinary traditions received a new form in Chğopskie Jadğo, keeping up with the times. 
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Chess Events 

Simultaneous Chess Competition with GM Kamil MitoŒ 

GM Kamil MitoŒ gave show on 12 boards winning against ICCF participants 10,5:1,5.  Show 

started at 21:00 and took until 00:20 after midnight (3 hours and 20 minutes). 

Neil Limbert could reach draw and Iurii Koshmak beat GM Kamil MitoŒ 
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ICCF Blitz Tournament  

The traditional ICCF Blitz tournament was conducted.  Two players shared the first place ï IM 

Dmitry Lybin from Belarus and IM Virginijus Dambrauskas from Lithuania.  However, Dmitry 

was better by tie breaking; in addition, Dmitry won against Virginijus. 
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Chess Match ï ICCF versus Krakow 
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Congress Participants ï Voting Members 
 

Zone 1 Responsible Individual 

Europe 
 

Austria (AUT) Dr. Uwe Staroske as Proxy 

Belarus (BLR) Mariusz Wojnar as Proxy 

Belgium (BEL)   

Bulgaria (BUL)   

Croatia (CRO) Josef Mrkviļka as Proxy and Auditor 

Czech Republic (CZE) Josef Mrkviļka as Delegate and Auditor 

Denmark (DEN) Andrew Dearnley as Proxy and NTTC 

England (ENG) Andrew Dearnley as Delegate and NTTC 

Estonia (EST) Esko Nuutilainen as Proxy and Honorary Member 

Finland (FIN) Esko Nuutilainen as Delegate and Honorary Member 

France (FRA) Eric Ruch as Delegate and President 

Germany (GER) Dr. Uwe Staroske as Delegate 

Greece (GRE)   

Hungary (HUN) Dr. Fritz Baumbach as Proxy, Honorary Member, and WC 

Iceland (ISL) Per Sºderberg as Proxy and PRC Commissioner 

Ireland (IRL) George Pyrich as Proxy and FD 

Israel (ISR) Eric Ruch as Proxy and President 

Italy (ITA)  Giovanni Mastrojeni as Delegate 

Latvia (LAT) Artis Gaujens as Delegate 

Lithuania (LTU) Marijonas Roļius as Delegate 

Luxembourg (LUX)  Ulrich Baumgartner as Proxy 

Malta (MLT) Voluntarily Withdrew 

Netherlands (NED) Ron Langeveld as Delegate (Designee) and WC 

Norway (NOR) Raymond Boger as Delegate 

Poland (POL) Mariusz Wojnar as Delegate 

Portugal (POR)   

Romania (ROM) Gianni Mastrojeni as Proxy 

Russia (RUS) Sergey Grodzensky as Delegate 

http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=166
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=167
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=168
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=170
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=171
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=172
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=173
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=174
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=175
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=176
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=177
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=179
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=180
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=181
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=182
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=183
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=184
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=185
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=186
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=188
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=190
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=191
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=192
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=193
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Scotland (SCO) George Pyrich as Delegate and FD 

Slovakia (SVK) Dr. J§n Helbich as Delegate (Designee) 

Slovenia (SLO) Marjan Ġemrl as Delegate (Designee) and WC 

Spain (ESP) George Pyrich as Proxy   

Sweden (SWE) Per Sºderberg as Delegate and PRC Commissioner 

Switzerland (SUI) Ulrich Baumgartner as Delegate 

Turkey (TUR)   

Ukraine (UKR) Iurii Koshmak as Delegate (Designee) 

Wales (WLS) Austin Lockwood as Delegate and SD 

 

 

Zone 2 Responsible Individual 

Latin America  
 

Argentina (ARG) Andrew Dearnley as Proxy and NTTC 

Brazil (BRA)   

Chile (CHI)   

Cuba (CUB)   

Ecuador (ECU) Eric Ruch as Proxy and Delegate 

Guatemala (GUA)   

Nicaragua (NCA) Dr. Guy Jos® Benda¶a Guerrero as Delegate 

Panama (PAN)   

Peru (PER)   

Venezuela (VEN)* Austin Lockwood as Proxy* 

 

 

Zone 3 Responsible Individual 

North America/Pacific 
 

Australia (AUS) Brian Jones as Delegate 

Canada (CAN) Ralph Marconi as Delegate 

Hong Kong (HKG) Brian Jones as Proxy 

Japan (JPN)   

New Zealand (NZL) Leonard (Corky) Schakel as Proxy 

USA (USA) Leonard (Corky) Schakel as Delegate 

 

http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=194
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=195
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=196
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=197
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=201
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=199
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=202
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=202
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=204
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=207
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=216
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=215
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=221
http://www.iccf.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=223
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Zone 4 Responsible Individual 

Africa/Asia  
 

Cape Verde Islands (CPV) * Austin Lockwood as Proxy* 

India (IND)   

Republic of South Africa (RSA) Dinand Knol as Delegate and ZD 

Tunisia (TUN)   

 

* Proxy selection dependent upon receiving Congress approval for MF acceptance 

 

36 Member Federations ï Zone 1 

09 Member Federations ï Zone 2 

06 Member Federations ï Zone 3 

03 Member Federations ï Zone 4 

54 total MFs 

 

Note: After initial Congress business was conducted, new Member Federation applications for 

Venezuela (Zone 2) and Cape Verde Islands (Zone 4) were accepted, bringing the Congress 

totals to: 

 

36 Member Federations ï Zone 1 

10 Member Federations ï Zone 2 

06 Member Federations ï Zone 3 

04 Member Federations ï Zone 4 

56 total MFs 

 

The following Member Federations and their players (active players represented in parentheses) 

were not represented at this Congress: 

¶ Belgium (70) 

¶ Bulgaria (91) 

¶ Greece (20) 

¶ Portugal (92) 

¶ Turkey (119) 

¶ Brazil (130) 

¶ Chile (14) 

¶ Cuba (46) 

¶ Guatemala (13) 

¶ Panama (2) 

¶ Peru (48) 

¶ Japan (22) 

¶ India (43) 

¶ Tunisia (8) 



18 
 

 

 

Congress Participants ï Officials  
 
Title Last First Position Attended? 
President Ruch Eric EB Yes 

General Secretary Millstone Michael EB Yes 

Finance Director Pyrich George EB Yes 

World Tournament Director Geider Frank EB No 

Marketing Director Dearnley * Andrew EB Yes 

Services Director Lockwood Austin EB Yes 

Zone 1 Director Caressa Marco EB Yes 

Zone 2 Director Cranbourne Carlos EB No 

Zone 3 Director Bokar Dr. Jason EB Yes 

Zone 4 Director Knol Dinand EB Yes 

     

Title Tournament Commissioner Tani Gian-Maria MC No 

Non-Title Tournament Commissioner Hºmske * Markus MC Yes 

Direct Entry Commissioner Pheby Ian M. MC No 

Webmaster Figlio Gino MC No 

Qualification Commissioner Limbert Neil MC Yes 

Ratings Commissioner Binder Gerhard MC Yes 

Rules Commissioner Sºderberg Per MC Yes 

 
* Andrew Dearnley (ENG) was elected early in the first day of Congress 

* Markus Hºmske was selected by the EB to replace Andrew as the NTTC 
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Congress Participants ï All Attendees 
 

No FED Surname First Name Capacity 

1 FRA Ruch Eric ICCF President/ ICCF Delegate 

2 USA Millstone Michael ICCF Official/ General Secretary 

3 AUS Jones Brian ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation 

4 BLR Lybin Dmitry ICCF Official/ Arbiters Committee Chairperson/Anthem Composer 

5 BLR Rabchonok Gennady Accompanying Person 

6 CAN Marconi Ralph ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation 

7 CAN Fafard-Marconi Th®r¯se Accompanying Person 

8 CZE Mrkviļka Josef ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation 

9 CZE Mrkviļkov§ Alena Member of Delegation 

10 CZE Canibal Jarom²r Member of Delegation 

11 CZE Canibalov§ Milada Accompanying Person 

12 CZE PŚ²vozn²k Luboġ Member of Delegation 

13 CZE Maliġov§ Lenka Accompanying Person 

14 CZE Volf  Michal Member of Delegation 

15 ENG Dearnley Andrew ICCF Delegate/ ICCF Official/ NTTC 

16 ENG Limbert Neil Member of Delegation/ ICCF Official/ Qualifications Commissioner 

17 ENG Hall Richard ICCF Official/ Arbitration Commission 

18 ENG Lloyd Michael Accompanying Person 

19 FIN Nuutilainen Esko ICCF Delegate/Head of Delegation/ Honorary Member 

20 FIN Nuutilainen Seija Accompanying Person 

21 FIN Riikonen Olavi Member of Delegation 

22 FIN Riikonen Anneli Accompanying Person 

23 FIN Lehikoinen Pertti Member of Delegation/ WC20 

24 FRA Hºmske Markus ICCF Official 

25 GER Binder Gerhard ICCF Official/ Rating Commissioner 
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26 GER Binder Elisabeth Accompanying Person 

27 GER ICCF Contractor 
 

ICCF Webserver Developer 

28 GER 
  

Accompanying Person 

29 GER 
  

Accompanying Person 

30 GER 
  

Accompanying Person 

31 GER Baumbach Fritz ICCF Honorary Member/ WC11/ ICCF Delegate (proxy HUN) 

32 GER Pºschel Margot Accompanying Person 

33 GER Pºschel Beatrice Accompanying Person 

34 GER Rittner Horst ICCF Honorary Member/ WC06 

35 GER Rittner Hannelore Accompanying Person 

36 GER Staroske Uwe ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation 

37 ITA Mastrojeni Giovanni ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation 

38 ITA Nastasi Elena Accompanying Person 

39 ITA Bresadola Guido ICCF Official/ TO 

40 ITA Fonio Maria Accompanying Person 

41 ITA Bresadola Alessio Accompanying Person 

42 ITA Bresadola Ilaria Accompanying Person 

43 ITA Dosi Alberto Member of Delegation 

44 ITA Poli Giuseppe Member of Delegation 

45 ITA Finocchiaro Fabio Member of Delegation/ WC25 

46 ITA Tinjaca Ramirez Luz Marina Member of Delegation 

47 ITA Caressa Marco ICCF Official/ Zone 1 Director 

48 LAT Gaujens Artis ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation 

49 LAT Avotinġ Maigonis Member of Delegation 

50 LAT Avotina Anita Accompanying Person 

51 LTU Roļius Marijonas ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation 

52 LTU Kupġys Alfonsas Member of Delegation 
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53 LTU Dambrauskas Virginijus Member of Delegation 

54 NCA Benda¶a Guerrero Guy Jos® ICCF Delegate 

55 NED Langeveld Ron ICCF Delegate (Designee)/ WC26 

56 NOR Boger Raymond ICCF Delegate 

57 POL Stefaniak Tomasz 
Polish CCF President/ Member of Delegation/ Organizing 

Committee 

58 POL Delega Tomasz President of the Polish Chess Federation 

59 POL Juszkiewicz Barbara Member of Delegation/ Organizing Committee 

60 POL Kozğowski Waldemar Member of Delegation 

61 POL Pierzak Rafael Member of Delegation 

62 POL SŃdowski Marek Member of Delegation 

63 POL Turski Grzegorz Member of Delegation 

64 POL Stanach Fabian Member of Delegation 

65 POL Stanach Katarzyna Accompanying Person 

66 POL Walczak Piotr Member of Delegation 

67 POL Walczak Lucyna Accompanying Person 

68 POL Wojnar Mariusz ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation/ Organizing Committee 

69 POL Wojnar Marzena Accompanying Person 

70 POL Wojnar Ewa Accompanying Person/ Organizing Committee 

71 RSA Knol Dinand ICCF Delegate/ ICCF Official/ Zone 4 Director 

72 RSA Knol Hannie Accompanying Person 

73 RUS Poleshchuk Nikolay Member of Delegation 

74 RUS Saveleva Vilga Accompanying Person 

75 RUS Grodzensky Sergey ICCF Delegate/ Head of Delegation 

76 RUS Grodzenskaya Natalia Accompanying Person 

77 SCO Pyrich George ICCF Delegate/ ICCF Official/ Finance Director 

78 SCO Pyrich Catherine Accompanying Person 
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79 SLO Ġemrl Marjan ICCF Delegate/ WC24 

80 SUI Baumgartner Ulrich ICCF Delegate 

81 SVK Helbich J§n ICCF Delegate (Designee) 

82 SVK Helbichov§ Tatiana Accompanying Person 

83 SWE Sºderberg Per ICCF Delegate/ ICCF Official/ Rules Commissioner 

84 SWE Colin Sonny Member of Delegation 

85 SWE Colin Malin Accompanying Person 

86 UKR Koshmak Iurii  ICCF Delegate (Designee) 

87 UKR Begliy Mikhail Member of Delegation 

88 USA Bokar Jason ICCF Official/ Zone 3 Director 

89 USA Schakel Leonard ICCF Delegate 

90 USA Schakel Sally Accompanying Person 

91 WLS Lockwood Austin ICCF Delegate/ ICCF Official 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Congress Participants - World Champions 
 

# WC # Period Surname First Name MF 

1 06 1968-1971 Rittner Horst GER 

2 11 1983-1989 Baumbach Fritz GER 

3 20 2004-2011 Lehikoinen Pertti FIN 

4 24 2009-2012 Ġemrl Marjan SLO 

5 25 2009-2013 Finocchiaro Fabio ITA 

6 26 2010-? Langeveld Ron NED 
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Presidentôs Report to Congress 
 

Dear Delegates, ICCF Officials, Chess Friends, 

 

Next month we will meet for the annual ICCF Congress that will be held for the fourth time in 

Poland and the first time in Krakow to celebrate the 80
th
 anniversary of the Polish Correspondence 

Chess Federation.  It will be the fourth time that Poland will host the ICCF Congress after Warsaw 

in 1973, Poznan in 1983 and Gdansk in 1993. 

 

The Polish Correspondence Chess Federation welcomes all Delegates and ICCF officials to attend 

the 42
nd

 ICCF Congress in Krakow, which will be held between 20 July and 27 July.  

Much information about travel and accommodation can be found on the congress website 

http://kszgk.com/iccfcongress2013/ 

 

 

This year we have implemented for the first time a detailed schedule for the submission of the 

proposals to be considered by the Congress.  A deadline was given to the Member Federations and 

the Officials to send their proposals and time was given to all commissions/committees/officials to 

review and discuss them, before submitting their reports.  

 

I would like to thank all members of these commissions for their dedicated work in preparing these 

reports: they will inform the Delegates before voting.  

 

This year we have received many important proposals dealing with some of the key features of 

ICCF rules: time control, leaves, special leaves, nodes and postal play, scoring system, chess960 

ratings, code of conduct, etc. 

 

Another new feature that has been introduced this year is related to nomination and acceptation of 

proxies and I refer you to the General Secretaryôs report where you can find all the key dates 

leading to the Congress. 

 

In 2012, the number of active players and registered users on the ICCF server has continued to 

increase in 2012.  

 

The number of active players (the players who are currently playing at least one game ï note that 

this definition is different from the definition of active players used for rating purposes) has 

increased by 17% over the last 3 and 7% over the last 18-months.  

http://kszgk.com/iccfcongress2013/
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In the same time, the number of registered players has increased by 47% and 23% respectively.  

 

 

Date Active Players Registered users 

31/12/2009 4092 8464 

01/07/2011 4493 10095 

31/12/2012 4803 12418 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Some other statistics over the 4-year period 2009-2012 can be found in the Finance Directorôs 

report, providing a different view of the playerôs activity on the ICCF server.  These statistics 

demonstrate that most of our tournaments are benefiting from an increased interest by the players 

(some more than others do). 

For this significant achievement, I would like to thank all ICCF and Member Federation volunteers.  

These results are yours! 

 

Based on this increased interest in our tournaments, the Executive Board has decided to propose a 

new schedule of tournament fees which, if adopted by the Congress, will mean an average of 20% 




