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1.
Introduction


I would like to thank the Polish Correspondence Chess Federation and especially the ICCF Polish Delegate, Mariusz Wojnar, for the kind invitation, warm hospitality, extensive and detailed information on the Congress website, and expert coordination in advance of the Congress.

This year’s theme of preparation marks the trial of a new concept, especially in the area of proposals, which leads to voting.  No longer will Congress entertain complex proposals without thorough analysis and discussion beforehand.  We have introduced deadlines for proposals to be considered for this Congress.  The deadlines will allow the appropriate commission/committee/response official time to consider, debate, and clarify proposals before offering their expert opinions and recommendations at Congress.  Also introduced this year will be a list of proposals submitted to delegates in advance of Congress so delegates can discuss with players, substitute delegates, and proxies before Congress.  We believe this will lead to a better-informed Congress with more reasoned decisions.

A Congress webpage has created replete with details about all aspects of the upcoming Congress.  The website may be found at http://kszgk.com/iccfcongress2013/ 

2.
Membership Matters 
Suspensions and Dismissals

As of this report, we have 54 active and one affiliated Member Federation in good standing.
Finances

The Finance Director has reported that all fees for 2011 have been paid.

Seven MFs still owe fees (as of June 1, 2013) for 2012: BUL, CHI, DEN, HUN, MLT, NCA, and SLO.
Withdrawals
The Member Federation of Malta indicated an immediate desire to withdraw from ICCF.  The delegate Mr. Grima, Malta Treasurer sent a message on February 9, 2013, 
“Dear Mr Pyrich,

Further to the below, I regret to inform you that the Malta Chess Federation has decided to suspend indefinitely its membership in the ICCF and in its European counterpart.  As you will surely have noticed, only two Maltese players continue to play in ICCF tournaments.  As the Federation has had a significant drain in its financial resources due to it having to move premises twice at great cost in the last three years, the MCF is not in a position to continue to justify nor afford its membership in ICCF for such modest benefits.  Once the Federation's financial situation improves sufficiently, the MCF may eventually be in a position to resume its ICCF membership if it deems this to be beneficial to its own members.”

Noel Grima

Treasurer

Malta Chess Federation

New Applications

We have received two new membership applications: Venezuela and Cape Verde Islands.

Venezuela (VEN) – please refer to the membership application in Appendix A and the Endorsement letter from Venezuelan Federation of FIDE in Appendix B.  Venezuela is considered a new Member Federation with no financial obligation toward ICCF with respect of the dues of the old Federation.  

The ICCF Executive Board unanimously recommends APPROVAL of the application.


Cape Verde Islands (CPV) – please refer to the membership application in Appendix C.  CPV has been affiliated to ICCF for some time.  They are prompt on their dues, participate fully in tournaments, and even fielded an Olympiad team for the first time.  As proposed by the BFCC, we will need to change the ICCF to statutes to allow them to become a full member.
The BFCC proposal as submitted:

from:

'ICCF members are national correspondence chess organisations who are the authorities on national correspondence chess activities in their own countries, and must also be full members of FIDE.  Only one federation per country is allowed.'
to:
'ICCF members are national correspondence chess organisations who are the authorities on national correspondence chess activities in their own countries.  Only one federation per country is allowed.'"
The Executive Board unanimously recommends adaptation of the statute change as proposed by BFCC and we unanimously recommend a vote of APPROVAL to allow Cape Verde Islands to become a full Member Federation of ICCF.
3.
Executive Board

Since last Congress, one position on the Executive Board has remained unfilled for many years:
Marketing Director
This vacancy has placed addition burdens on the remaining Executive Board members to continue the roles and responsibilities of these vacated positions.  A call for nominations for the mid-term election of the Marketing Director was sent to all delegates on May 28, 2013, with a deadline for nominations of June 15, 2013.  Should there be any eligible nominations received, the names and information will be distributed to all delegates before June 30, and we will have an election at Congress on the first day.
4.
Awards

As is usual, nominations will be presented to Congress for the award of Bertl von Massow medals in gold and in silver.  Congratulations to all the recipients!
5.

Important Dates Leading to Congress
June 5, 2013 – Officials’ Reports to Congress due to GS

June 8, 2013 – All delegates, HPs, and HMs must registrar to vote with the GS by this date.  No voting members will be accepted after this deadline.

June 15, 2013 – Official reports sent to delegates

June 15, 2013 – Nominations for MD close
June 15, 2013 – List of Proposals to be discussed and voted at Congress distributed all delegates.

June 22, 2013 – List of all voting members attending Congress will be distributed.

July 7, 2013 – Member Federations wishing to assign a proxy must send their written declaration to the GS.  No new voting or proxy members or changes in proxy nominations will be accepted after this deadline.

July 13, 2013 – Final list of voting members will be distributed.

July 20, 2013 – Services Director Meeting

July 21, 2013 – Executive Board and Management Committee Meetings

July 22, 2013 – Opening of the 2013 Congress

Appendix A – Member Application from Venezuela

THE INTERNATIONAL

              CORRESPONDENCE

CHESS FEDERATION

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRY/APPLICATION

We are interested in considering possible membership of ICCF on behalf of the Correspondence Chess players in our country.

COUNTRY: REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA

IS THE COUNTRY MEMBER OF FIDE: YES
NAME OF ORGANISATION: FEDERACIÓN DE AJEDREZ POSTAL DE LA REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA (FEDAP-VEN)
IS THE ORGANISATION AFFILIATED TO THE OTB FEDERATION: NO
NAME OF MAIN CONTACT PERSON: CÉSAR JESÚS REYES MALDONADO (VEN)
E-MAIL ADDRESS: cesarreyesm@yahoo.es
POSTAL ADDRESS: AVENIDA 46, CALLE 96J, CASA #96J-112, SECTOR 4 LOS CLAVELES (BARRIO), PARROQUIA CECILIO ACOSTA, MUNICIPIO MARACAIBO, ESTADO ZULIA, VENEZUELA, CÓDIGO POSTAL 4001. Tel. +58-261-3252049; +58-426-9621419.
NAME OF ALTERNATIVE  CONTACT PERSON: NICOLA NIGRO MONASTERIOS
E-MAIL ADDRESS: nicola_nigro2@hotmail.com
NATIONAL CHESS/OR CC WEBSITE: www.enrocate.com.
APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF CORR. CHESS PLAYERS: 5 ACTUALMENTE ACTIVOS EN LISTADO 2013-1 DE LA ICCF, 22 POTENCIALES AFILIADOS A FEDAP-VEN CON ID EN ICCF Y 50 AL ACTIVAR CONVENIO DE ENLACE Y PROMOCIÓN CON LA FEDERACIÓN VENEZOLANA DE AJEDREZ – FIDE.

LEADING CORRESPONDENCE CHESS PLAYERS (eg Titled players in country) 

1.- 690016 IM BARRERAS GARCÍA, ALBERTO 2362

2.- 530057 VASCONCELOS, MANUEL 2236

3.- 530006 IM CELSO SÁNCHEZ POUSSO 2145 (INACTIVO)

4.- 530083 REYES MALDONADO, CÉSAR JESÚS 2118

5.- 530045 IM CASTILLO, GERMÁN 1974 (INACTIVO)

6.- 530078 GARCÍA ROSALES, JOSÉ ALEXANDER 1848

7.- 530077 LA ROSA, ANGEL 1744
OTHER COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS: SE ADJUNTAN: PRESENTACIÓN, SIGLAS, LOGO, CONSTITUCIÓN (EN FASE DE REGISTRO), CARTA DE APOYO FVA-FIDE Y ACOTACIÓN DE QUE FEDAP-VEN ES UNA ORGANIZACIÓN NUEVA QUE NO TIENE RELACIÓN O NEXO ALGUNO CON LA “FEDERACIÓN VENEZOLANA DE AJEDREZ POSTAL (FVAP)”. FEDAP-VEN ORGANIZA, DESARROLLA Y REPRESENTA AL AJEDREZ POR CORRESPONDENCIA DE LA REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA.
Submitted by CÉSAR JESÚS REYES MALDONADO
Date: 21 DE FEBRERO DE 2013.
Please send this form duly completed by Email to: 

ICCF General Secretary: Michael Millstone PJBoogie@yahoo.com 
with a copy to the ICCF President: Eric Ruch at eric.ruch@hotmail.fr  

Appendix B – Endorsement letter from Venezuelan Federation of FIDE
República Bolivariana de Venezuela

Ministerio del Poder Popular para el Deporte

Federación Venezolana de Ajedrez

Afiliada a FIDE – Inscrita en el IND y COV

Urb. Vista Alegre, Avda Uslar, Qta. Ajedrez, Caracas, D.C.

uvenchuk@hotmail.com feveajedrez@yahoo.com

Tele-Fax: 0212 - 471.94.02 / 472 0998

FVA: 13-037 Caracas, 27 de febrero de 2013

Ciudadano

Maestro Nacional

CÉSAR JESÚS REYES MALDONADO

Presidente FEDAP – VEN

Su Despacho.-

Estimado maestro Reyes Maldonado:

Con gran agrado hemos recibido noticias relativas a su gestión en pro de registrar y poner

en funcionamiento la FEDERACIÓN DE AJEREZ POSTAL DE LA REPÚBLICA

BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA (FEDAP-VEN), organización que, según la presentación

llegada a nuestras oficinas, aspira desarrollar la disciplina del ajedrez por correspondencia

a nivel nacional con afiliación a la Federación Internacional correspondiente (ICCF).

Nos es agradable señalar que en el seno de la Federación Venezolana de Ajedrez (FVA),

entidad deportiva afiliada la FIDE, celebramos tan loable iniciativa y la respaldamos pues

tenemos la plena seguridad de que esta nueva institución, con gente de nuestra más alta

estima en su dirección, aportará importantes beneficios para el deporte que nos une: El

Ajedrez.

Reconocemos el hecho de que ya en el pasado hubo intentos de organizar la Federación

Venezolana de Ajedrez Postal. Más sin embargo, nunca como ahora se había

vislumbrado como real dicha posibilidad, avalada por amigos del Ajedrez que han

dedicado su vida por entero a nuestro noble juego ciencia.

Es por ello que esta nueva organización FEDAP-VEN, sin vínculo alguna con cualquier

otra registrada en nuestros archivos, deberá hacer un trabajo y programa prácticamente

desde cero, teniendo como virtudes la responsabilidad y constancia en el trabajo

organizado y como fortaleza la gran legión de ajedrecistas venezolanos, incluidos los que

hacen vida competitiva en nuestra Federación FVA.

Bienvenida pues su iniciativa de organización, reiterándoles nuestro reconocimiento y

apoyo en su gestión.
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Desde ahora Usted y el equipo de trabajo que le acompaña en esta interesante misión,

puede contar con todo el apoyo de nuestra federación con el único objeto de sumar

esfuerzos a su causa.

Sin más a que hacer referencia se suscriben, por la directiva de la Federación Venezolana

de Ajedrez,

Atentamente,

AI Uvencio Blanco

Presidente

AI José Luis Guilarte

Secretario General
Appendix C – Membership Application – Cape Verde Islands

THE INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE

CHESS FEDERATION

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRY/APPLICATION

We are interested in considering possible membership of ICCF on behalf of the Correspondence Chess players in our country.

COUNTRY:CAPE VERDE

IS THE COUNTRY MEMBER OF FIDE? NO

NAME OF ORGANISATION:ASSOCIAÇÃO CABOVERDIANA DE XADREZ POR CORRESPONDÊNCIA 

IS THE ORGANISATION AFFILIATED TO THE OTB FEDERATION? ONLY AFFILIATED IN THE ICCF
NAME OF MAIN CONTACT PERSON: FRANCISCO CARAPINHA
E-MAIL ADDRESS: fcarapinha@pineu.net / carapinha.chess@sapo.cv
POSTAL ADDRESS: C. P. 161 – MINDELO – S. VICENTE – REPUBLICA DE CABO VERDE

NAME OF ALTERNATIVE CONTACT PERSON: CARLOS MÕES
E-MAIL ADDRESS: calymoes@sapo.cv
NATIONAL CHESS/OR CC WEBSITE: http://acxc.webnode.com.br/
APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF CORR. CHESS PLAYERS: 26

LEADING CORRESPONDENCE CHESS PLAYERS (e.g., titled players in country)

OTHER COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS:

Submitted by: Francisco Carapinha

Date: 06/03/2013
Please send this form duly completed by e-mail to: 

ICCF General Secretary: Michael Millstone PJBoogie@yahoo.com with a copy to the ICCF President: Eric Ruch at eric.ruch@iccf.com
