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INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE CHESS FEDERATION

SIM Everdinand Knol
138 Blom Street
0184 Silverton
South Africa
Email: dinandknol@gmail.com
Report on the Interzonal Team Tournaments to the ICCF Congress of 2013
Kraków – Poland
Mr President, Members of the Executive Board, Commissioners,
Officials, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my privilege to report on the Interzonal Team Tournaments (IZTT) 
since the Congress of 2012 held in Pretoria – South Africa
Background
The IZTT, which was inaugurated by our former president Med Samraoui of Algeria, are held every two years as a team championship among the different geographical zones of ICCF and normally start during the month of December of each evenly numbered calendar year. Each team consists of eight players playing a double round robin event against at least four opponents. This makes it possible to qualify for title norms as at least eight games are being played. The purpose of these events is to play in the spirit of "amici sumus" (we are friends) and to give players in remote and less developed regions more exposure to competitive correspondence chess.
Completed Tournaments
1st Interzonal Team Tournament – Start Date: 1 September 2000
Tournament Organiser



Tournament Director

Med Samraoui of Algeria (IA)


IM Carlos Flores Gutiérrez of Spain (IA)
The event was started with five teams making it four opponents and eight games per participant.

1
Europe A


35½ out of 64
2
Africa/Asia


35
3
Europe B


33
4
Latin America


29½
5
North America/Pacific
27
2nd Interzonal Team Tournament – Start Date: 15 September 2002

Tournament Organiser



Tournament Director

IM Med Samraoui of Algeria (IA)


SIM Carlos Flores Gutiérrez of Spain (IA)
1
Europe A


44½ out of 64
2
North America/Pacific
34
3
Africa/Asia


31
4
Europe B


30
5
Latin America


20½
3rd Interzonal Team Tournament –Start Date: 15 December 2004

Tournament Organiser



Tournament Director

SIM Med Samraoui of Algeria (IA)


SIM Carlos Flores Gutiérrez of Spain (IA)
The event was enlarged to six teams with five opponents and ten games per participant.

1
North America/Pacific
45½ out of 80
2
Europe A


43½
3
Europe B


42½
4
Africa/Asia


37
5
Latin America


36½

6
Europe C


35

4th Interzonal Team Tournament – Start Date: 15 December 2006

Tournament Organiser



Tournament Director

SIM Everdinand Knol of South Africa

SIM Carlos Flores Gutiérrez of Spain (IA)
1
Europe A


49 out of 80

2
Europe C


46½
3
North America/Pacific
44

4
Europe B


42

5
Latin America


31

6
Africa/Asia


27½

5th Interzonal Team Tournament – Start Date: 27 December 2008

Tournament Organiser



Tournament Director

SIM Everdinand Knol of South Africa

SIM Carlos Flores Gutiérrez of Spain (IA)
1
Europe C


48 out of 80
2
Europe A


46½
3
Latin America


41
4
North America/Pacific
38
5
Europe B


34

6
Africa/Asia


32½
Results of Ongoing Tournaments

6th Interzonal Team Tournament – Start Date: 27 December 2010

Tournament Organiser



Tournament Director

SIM Everdinand Knol of South Africa

SIM Carlos Flores Gutiérrez of Spain (IA)
One game is still in progress. The results so far are:

1
Europe A


51½
2
Europe B


46

3
North America/Pacific
42
4
Europe C


35½
5
Africa/Asia


32½
6
Latin America


31½

7th Interzonal Team Tournament – Start Date: 28 January 2013

Tournament Organiser



Tournament Director

SIM Everdinand Knol of South Africa

Iain Smuts of South Africa (IA)
The event was now expanded to ten teams playing a single round robin format. This gives players the opportunity of meeting more opponents (from five to nine) without increasing the number of games (ten to nine). The feedback that I got from players is that they prefer the single game version with more opponents.
277 games are still in progress. The results so far are:

1
North America/Pacific A
12

2
Europe B


10½

3
Europe A


10½

4
North America/Pacific B
10½
5
Europe C


10
6
Africa/Asia B


6½

7
Europe D


6½

8
Latin America


6
9
Africa/Asia A


6

10
Africa/Asia C


4½
The Way Forward

The 8th Interzonal Team Tournament is planned for next year. Entries will be invited by midyear and must be submitted by the end of November. The tournament will start during December 2014.

To expand interzonal activities the following concepts could be considered:

Team events:

· Increasing the number of players in each team to 10.

· Increasing the numbers of teams to 13 – norms achieved would then be based on 12 games and would equate to half a title requirement. The feedback that I got from players is that they prefer the single game version with more opponents.
· Friendly matches between two or three zones could also be considered.

Individual events:

· Stage an event every odd numbered year for individuals (as opposed to the team events that start every even numbered year). These could be structured as follows:
· A set number of players from each zone are entered.

· These are divided into groups playing for norms and to qualify for a final that will produce an interzonal champion or tournament winner.

· In order to concentrate on development a maximum playing strength in terms of rating points can be stipulated.

· Small round robin events for individuals with 2 to 4 players from each zone can be held for development and maybe even norm purposes.

Anything can be considered providing it is on a zonal basis. The concept of making title norms available and giving players a wider scope of opportunities should be adhered to. The free entry facility should be continued to assist those who are less fortunate.
SIM Everdinand Knol

May 2013
