Zone 1 (Europe) Report
Sergey Grodzenskiy (RUS), Deputy Zonal Director
European Team Championships

The Final of the 8th E.T.C. Final began on 01.02.2012 with 13 teams. (TD Klauner, Thed - LUX). More than 80% are finished now. Leading teams are Sweden, Slovakia, Russia, Italy, Switzerland.
The Semi-finals of the 9th E.T.C. began on 15.07.2011 with 34 teams divided in 3 preliminary groups (TD Karel Glaser - CZE)

The Final of the 9th ET.C. will start in the 4th quarter 2013.
According to the decision which was adopted at the European National Delegates’ meeting at ICCF Congress 2012 I have recently announced Semifinals of the 10th European Team Championship to be started in August 2013. However I have received several requests to postpone the beginning of the Semifinals. We are concerned to have as many teams to play the European Team Championship as possible. I accept National Delegates’ proposal. My current proposal is to start the Semifinals in the 4th Quarter of 2013. (Start date – 15 November 2013). Entries must be sent not later than on 1 October.
European Individual Championships

At the moment, there remain just 3 ongoing games in the Final of 67th E.I.C., which started on 01.07.2011 with 15 players (4 GM, 6 SIM and 3 IM). (TD Valery Myakutin - RUS). The results of these games will define the champion and the prize winners. There are 4 candidates to take prizes, they are Carlos Cruzado (ESP), Dr. Fred Kunzelmann (GER), Jan Rogos (SVK), Bojan Fajs (SLO).
7 groups of the Semifinals of the 69th E.I.C., which started on 01.06.2012 (on ICCF webserver) are still ongoing. (EU/C69/sf01 – TD Marco Caressa - ITA, EU/C69/sf02-07 - TD Valery Myakutin – RUS).

A working group gathered up at the European National Delegates’ meeting at ICCF Congress 2012 in Pretoria has prepared proposed rules for new European Championship Structure. The proposed rules had been sent to all National Delegates beforehand. At the meeting it is expected the rules to be discussed. This new Structure is intended to replace European Open, Higher, Master Class events so as to differentiate from ICCF World events.
Additionally, we have to make a decision on start dates of the Final of the 68th E.I.C.  and the Semifinals of the 70th E.I.C.  My current proposal is to start the Final of the 68th E.I.C in the 4th Quarter of 2013. (Start date – 1 November 2013) and to start the Semifinals of the 70th E.I.C. in the 1st Quarter of 2014. 

Gerhard Radosztics Memorial

The Final began on 15.09.2012 with 7 teams. (TD Ian Pheby – ENG). The tournament is played by postal mail. There are 25% finished games, approximately. 
Thor Løvholt Memorial

The Semi-finals of this web-server European national team tournament for medium-rated players finished on 31.12.2012. 
29 National Federations entered this competition; the team of Russia consisted of women only. The T.D’s are Ian M. Pheby (ENG), Andrew Dearnley (ENG) and Karel Glaser (CZE). The final started on 09.03.2013 with 11 teams. The team of Russia consists of women only again. TD Andrew Dearnley (ENG). Many thanks to Neil Limbert (ENG) who perfectly organized the tournament. 
The meeting 2012 decided to organize the second edition of Thor Løvholt Memorial. The Semifinals will start in September 2013.
Witold Bielecki Memorial

This European national team tournament is the second edition of a team event for players with low ELO (with average rating not higher than 2000) began on 25.01.2012 with 22 teams divided in 3 preliminary groups (TD Mariusz Wojnar – POL). Play in all groups is very close to completion, there are only few running games (2, 4 and 6 respectively). Almost all qualifiers (8 of 9 teams) to the final are already known. The 9th team is Czech Republic since the last open decisive game. The final will start as soon as possible.
European Postal Cup 

92 players from 15 countries entered this postal tournament.

23 teams of 4 players each started to play on 15.07.2011 in 3 Preliminary Groups. (T.D.: M. Hömske -FRA). More than 75% games are already finished.
Baltic Sea Cup
We intend to renew a good tradition of organizing a Baltic Sea Team Tournament. The 9th tournament is to be organized by Germany. A proposed start date is in autumn of 2013.
Chess 960 Team Cup for Europe

Chess 960 becomes more and more popular. Due to the fact we propose to organize a Chess 960 team tournament for European countries. We suggest there will be 4 players in each team. As usually for chess 960 an event is played in double round-robin system.

Promotional Tournaments
The European Tournament Director L. Madonia (ITA) informs us that in 2012 he started 9 postal groups (3 “M”, 2 “H” and 4 “O”). In 2012 the E.T.O. started 40 promotional webserver tournaments (11 “M”, 13 “H” and 16 “O”).
7th Interzonal Team Tournament
ICCF-Europa entered four teams in this important tournament, which started on 

27.01.2013. The 32 European players came from 30 different countries. The European Team Captains are Andrey Pavlikov (RUS), Gianni Mastrojeni (ITA), Artis Gaujens (LAT), Andrei Yeremenko (UKR). 
I am ready to complete four teams from Europe according to the principle: 32 players from 32 different countries. It is also possible to complete five teams to invite players from all European countries. However I believe we should set a lower rating level. In my opinion, it will attract more strong players. Say, players from Europe and North America must be rated 2300 and higher; players from South America must be rated 2200 and higher; players from Asia/Africa must be rated 2000 and higher. 
Friendly match “One country vs Rest of Europe”

As it was agreed such a match “One country vs Rest of Europe” would be organized annually. 
Match “Ukraine vs Rest of Europe” started on 19.12.2011 on 66 boards. Ukraine has won the match, current score is 74,5 : 54,5 (3 games are running).
Match “Russia vs Rest of Europe” started on 15.12.2012 on 100 boards. Russia leads, current core is 48 : 35.
This year we are going to organize a match «Germany vs Rest of Europe”. The match is to be started in December 2013. TD Carlos Cranbourne (ARG).
The next year we are going to organize a match “Italy vs Rest of Europe” and I hope we are going to organize a match “Czech Republic vs. Rest of Europe“ in December 2015.
Financial Matters

The Finance Director, George Pyrich, oversaw the 2012 Accounts, which has been checked by the Auditor, Josef Mrkvicka.  It shows the economic situation of ICCF-Europa to be, in my opinion, satisfactory. Zone 1 Meeting decided to allocate 750 Euros in assistance to organizers of the ICCF Congress 2013.
Concerning Zonal Director I offer to give Marco some time to solve his personal problems and before he will arrange them I am ready to fulfill the duties of the Zonal director. Only if Marco himself decides to retire it will be necessary to hold the elections 
of a new Zonal Director and to start the procedure according to the ICCF 
rules. 
Finally, I’d like to thank all the friends who actively worked in European Zone Executive Board. 
Thank you all.
Sergey Grodzenskiy

Deputy Zonal Director for Europe
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