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After a frenetic first year as NTTC, when many tournaments started in succession, it became somewhat quieter after the start of  Champions League 5. So far in 2013, we have seen some tournaments reach their next stage or finish, but before reporting on these, I will outline the two main NTT events that will take place before the end of this year.

ICCF Veterans World Cup 6
Entries are being accepted from the end of April 2013 to the deadline date of 1st August 2013, giving players plenty of time to enter and plan their playing schedules. The preliminary stage will start on 1st September 2013, mirroring previous editions. Regular entry updates are being posted on the ICCF webserver and kindly provided by the organisers, BDF (Germany) whom I would like to thank for their meticulous organisation of this and VWC 5 last year. The ICCF direct mail system has been used to inform players of this tournament and we are looking forward to gaining another record entry! 
BDF (Germany) have agreed to organise Veterans World Cup 7 in 2014.  Many thanks!

ICCF 20th World Cup
The Russian Federation (RCCA) will organise this event. It was agreed that it will start in the last quarter of 2013 to avoid a clash with the RCCA 20th anniversary open that started in April 2013.  Thanks to Sergey Grodzensky and his team for volunteering to run this important event.

Now to outline some events that started since the last congress or have progressed/will progress soon;

ICCF Diamond Jubilee World Cup 18
The preliminary stages are to be concluded and any adjudications will take place in June to enable the semi-finals to start on 30th August 2013. Thanks to our congress host, Mariusz Wojnar and the Polish Federation for their excellent organisation of this edition!

2nd Veterans World Cup Final (In Memoriam of Gerhard Radosztics (AUT)
Thanks to Scotland this final started in February with the following players reaching the final;
SM Juan Andres Enricci (ARG), IM Vladimir Sergeev (RUS), IM Vytautus Sutkus (LTU), Lawrence Coplin (USA), IM Manfred Dorer (GER), Dennis Michael (USA), Peter Dessaules (USA), IM Jaromir Canibal (CZE), Bernd Laube (GER), Gordon R. Evans † (ENG)  IM Hans-Georg Koch (GER), Mihail Balutescu (AUS) and Karel Glaser (CZE)  
2nd Chess 960 World cup
Twelve sections of six players started the 2nd  960 World cup in March 2013. This was a slightly disappointing entry given that the 1st edition had seventeen sections of seven players. As there is a good prize fund and entry to a WCCC Candidates section, this will be a tournament that might benefit once ICCF rate these games. Thanks to Leonardo Madonia (ITA) for his dedication and organisation of  the  960 events and to our President, Eric Ruch for promoting the event.

Finished Tournaments

ICCF George Stibal Diamond Jubilee Officials’ Tournaments ‘B’, ‘C’ and ‘D’
The medal places are now known for these special officials’ tournaments. I would like to thank all the players taking part and for the good spirit in which the games have been played. This spirit was a good tribute to the memory of George Stibal (Australia)
Fittingly, it looks as though the top places and medals for the ‘A’ tournament will now be presented at the 2014 ICCF Sydney congress, as players continue to fight for the medal places.

Congratulations to;

‘B’ Tournament;  
1st place	SIM Aivars Kažoks (LAT)
2nd place 	IM Jörg Kracht (GER)
3rd place 	SIM Hans-Jürgen Isigkeit (GER)

‘C’ Tournament
1st  place  	IM Ulrich Baumgartner (SUI)
2nd place 	Jean-Christophe Chazalette (FRA) 
3rd place 	IM Jaromír Canibal (CZE)

‘D’ Tournament
1st place 	IM James Henri (HKG)
2nd place 	José Manuel Maldonado Pacheco (ESP)
3rd place 	Neil Limbert (ENG)


ICCF World Cup XII Postal Final
The Final of the ICCF World Cup XII Postal has finished. The tournament was organised and administrated by the Czech CC Association to whom I give thanks.
 
The preliminaries of this World Cup started on 1st September, 2000 with 627 players in 57 postal sections. This tournament was played for almost 13 years!

 Congratulations to the medallists;
1st  place 	SIM Matthias Gleichmann (GER)
2nd place 	SIM Wolfgang Beykirch (GER)
3rd  place	SIM Edgar Achilles (GER)



Ongoing Tournaments
 
ICCF Promotion Tournaments 
These tournaments continue to run very smoothly under the leadership of Guido Bresadola, who I would like to thank for his tireless work in maintaining and organising them. Guido has kindly supplied the following entry figures for comparison;
ICCF entries received until
 31st May 2013


	Year
	Number

	2007
	879

	2008
	1548

	2009
	1568

	2010
	1576

	2011
	1573

	2012
	1598

	2013
	779 (*)





	Year
	Class O
	Class H
	Class M

	2007
	330
	213
	336

	2008
	563
	343
	642

	2009
	565
	394
	609

	2010
	604
	325
	647

	2011
	604
	366
	603

	2012
	647
	358
	593

	2013
	355 (*)
	176 (*)
	248 (*)





(*)  2013 only from 01.01.2013 to 31.05.2013











Champions League 

There have only been a few problems in the current cycle. My suggestions for the next season are;

· Potentially running a continuous entry section ‘D’ for lower rated or new teams. 
Season 5 saw a record entry for new teams. Some very strong teams had to be paired with much lower ‘average rated’ teams in section ‘C’ This was frustrating for the new teams and their players who wished to play in more balanced groups. 

· Direct entries to be submitted on a generic team entry form on the server. This form would be completed by the team captain, giving the DE Commissioner the information he needs and therefore streamlining the entry process. I have suggested this possibility to the services committee. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]More flexibility for players to change teams within their own club/team in a new season. Champions League paragraphs 2.4 and 2.7 also need to be re-visited and clarified, so that Team captains can understand the rules when changing their players.

· Marketing. Having a regular sponsor. Finding a volunteer to innovate the Champions League news within the ‘calendar of events’

· Reviewing the number of teams relegated from division ‘A’ which is very high at present.



I would like to thank all tournament organisers and tournament directors for their continuous work in keeping the non-title tournaments running smoothly and successfully. Thanks to Gino Figlio for updating information on the website, keeping Federations and their players informed.
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